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have been swept away. But the great opportunities
needed a statesman and a warrior to use them. "La
France attendait un grand homme," says Martin, "mais
le grand homme ne parut pas."

The earlier part of the reign of Louis VII, while
the great Suger, the friend and minister of his father,
still watched over his career, was not without strength
and vigour. He held his own against pope and barons.
He watched the struggle of Geoffrey of Anjou for
Normandy with a sagacious abstention from active
intervention, and received as reward the castle of
Gisors. But the period of prosperity was ended by
the call to a crusade. The voice of S. Bernard called
kings and peoples to succour the Christians of the East,
and Louis VII. sacrificed the prosperity of his country
and the strength of his rule to what seemed a still
more urgent and imperative demand. The wise rule
of Suger, 1147-1150, could do no more, with all its
vigour, than avert disaster during the king's absence.

On his return Louis found himself confronted by new
difficulties. The most serious of them was of his -own
making. On March 18, 1152, an ecclesiastical council
at Beaugency, near Orleans, pronounced the nullity of
his marriage with Eleanor of Aquitaine. The cause
which was considered sufficient was the fact that Hugh
Capet, from whom Louis VIL was fifth in descent, had
married a sister of the great-great-grandfather of Eleanor.
When this was recognised as a sufficient cause, we can

pated no difficulty in freeing himself from his wife Inge-
borgis. Closer personal reasons were the opinion which
Louis had formed of his wife's character and the contempt